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Testbed – A brief recap

Edith Michaeler
Testbed Deputy Sub Project Lead - Austrian National Library
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Goal of the Testbed

� Understand which tools serve best digital preservation 

needs

� Enable informed decisions on the applicability of tools in 

various settings
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Objective - No value judgement

� The perfomance of the tool is captured  -”objectively”

� Same settings for all experiments

� Same workflow

� Annotated data (Corpora)

� Usability of outcome is attached to specific needs

� Is it ok to keep the text but lose the layout?

� You can use your neighbour’s results
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Testbed components - Workflow

� Every experiment follows a fixed experimentation

workflow that consists of six steps:
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Testbed Welcome page
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Testbed Welcome page
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Testbed Welcome page
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Step 1 – Define basic properties

.
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Step 1 – Define basic properties

� Gather information about user

� Describe purpose and focus of experiment

� Give reference to previous relevant experiments
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Step 2 – Design experiment

.
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Step 2 – Design experiment

� Choose experiment type:

� Characterisation

� Migration

� Emulation

� (Mass migration)

� (Execute Preservation Plan)

� Select relevant services

� Choose/ upload data (-> from corpora / own material)
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Step 3 – Specify outcomes

.
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Step 3 – Specify outcomes

� Specify which properties to measure

e.g. Migration -> Runtime

� Define properties to evaluate experiment
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Step 4 – Experiment approval

AUTOMATICALLY EXECUTED

� Submit experiment for approval (Go/No-Go)

� Modest resources: Automatically approved and executed

� Significant resources: Administrator can prevent experiment to 

execute
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Step 5 – Run experiment

.
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Step 5 – Run experiment

� Start execution of experiment

� Re-run experimenti if applicable

� Get results of experiment (Runtime etc.)
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Step 6 - Evaluate

.
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Step 6 - Evaluate

� Get an experiment overview

� Explore results in detail

� Automatically

� Manually

� Evaluate experiment


